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The research project „Change and Stability in Romanian Electoral Behaviour: 2009-2014” 

approaches in a systematic manner a series of research topics which deal with the field of electoral 

behavior in the context offered by the contemporaneous Romanian society, but from a comparative 

perspective guided by the main theoretical frameworks in the field. These topics are approached by 

taking into consideration two major aspects: the potential impact of the economic crisis on the citizens’ 

attitudes, values and political behavior, and the increasing dissatisfaction of the Romanian citizens with 

the activity of the political parties. The specific themes discussed in the project are: the turnout and its 

overestimation in public opinion polls, the electoral behavior of the Romanian citizens in first-order (i.e., 

parliamentary and presidential) and second-order (i.e., European and local) elections, the reform in the 

electoral system and its consequences on the level of involvement by party organizations in the 

electoral campaigns, illegal electoral phenomena, as well as the impact of the economic crisis on the 

general support for the development of democracy and market economy. 

In accordance with the provisions of the financing agreement (as per the document “Project 

completion plan”), the project activities for the interval 2012-2015 are as follows: 

 

Objectives, activities and project output according to contract - 2012 

Objectives Activities Output 

1. Documentary stage. 
Research design. 

1.1. Analysis of research 
methodologies from similar 
researches (GLES, CSES, ANES, BES, 
etc.) 

Research design 

1.2. Library research on topics 
relevant to this project. 

Reading notes 

2. Survey data collection: 
short term panel + long 
term panel (national 
representative samples) 

2.1. Finalizing questionnaires and 
other research instruments 

questionnaires (7), other field 
instruments 

2.2. Sample schema + sample 
extraction 

2 national representative 
samples 
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2.3. Long term panel data 
collection (national representative 
sample) 

7 databases (1100 – 1200 
respondents each) 

3. Final databases, data 
analyses, working papers 

3.1. Weighting and contextual 
variables 

Final database for each survey 
(7) including weighting and 
contextual variables 

3.2. Databases aggregation 
Final database for each panel 
survey (3) 

3.3. Statistical analyses 
Statistical analyses (SPSS, 
STATA, MPLUS, AMOS) 

3.4. Working papers ISI papers and chapters in books 

 

Objectives, activities and project output according to contract - 2013 

Objectives Activities Output 

1. Final databases at 
aggregate level 

1.1. Secondary analyses of official 
electoral data 

Election databases (BEC and 
INSSE) at different levels 
(locality and precinct) 

1.2. Weighting and contextual 
variables 

Final database for each survey 
(7) including weighting and 
contextual variables 

1.3. Databases aggregation 
Final database for each panel 
survey (3) 

2. Final databases, data 
analyses, working papers 

2.1. Statistical analyses 
Statistical analyses (SPSS, 
STATA, MPLUS, AMOS) 

2.2. Working papers ISI papers and chapters in books 

3. Output disemination 

3.1. ISI papers / chapters in books 
published 

ISI papers and chapters in books 
(4) 

3.2. Preparing data archiving 
Data archiving (at least one 
international data archive) 

 

Objectives, activities and project output according to contract - 2014 

Objectives Activities Output 

1. Survey data collection: 

long term panel (national 

representative sample) 

1.1. Data collection instruments 
Questionnaire, other field 

instruments 

1.2. Sample schema + sample 

extraction 
National representative sample 

1.3. Survey data collection: long 

term panel (national 

representative sample) 

Final questionnaire + database 

(1100 respondents) 

2. Database preparation, 

statistical analyses, 

working papers 

2.1. Weighting and contextual 

variables 

Final database (including 

weighting and contextual 

variables) 

2.2. Databases aggregation Final panel database 

2.3. Statistical analyses 
Statistical analyses (SPSS, 
STATA, MPLUS, AMOS) 
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2.4. Working papers ISI papers and chapters in books 

3. Output disemination 

3.1. ISI papers / chapters in books 

published 
ISI papers and chapters in books 
(3) 

3.2. Preparing data archiving 
Data archiving (at least one 
international data archive) 

 

Objectives, activities and project output according to contract - 2015 

Objectives Activities Output 

1. Database preparation, 

statistical analyses, 

working papers 

1.1. Statistical analyses 

Statistical analyses (SPSS, 

STATA, MPLUS, AMOS). 

Working on papers. 

2. Output disemination 

2.1. Working papers 
Sending papers (articles and 

book chapters) to editors 

2.2. ISI papers / chapters in books 

published 

ISI papers and chapters in books 

(1) 

 

The project’s objectives have been completely achieved. The performance indicators assumed in the 

financing agreement have been exceeded: 9 ISI papers, 6 BDI papers, and two book chapters with a 

foreign publishing house as compared to none assumed; 36 international conferences attended as 

compared to none assumed; and 11 national conferences attended as compared to none assumed. 

Given the fact that this report relates to the scientific results, the following pages will only deal with 

that category. 

Considering the year 2012, one first major result of the project consisted of the finalization of 

the data collection phase and the compilation of the panel survey databases. The three panel surveys 

pertaining to 2012 were produced (one as a two-wave panel survey, another one as a three-wave panel 

survey, and the long-term panel), together with the sectional survey. Overall, nearly 8,000 

questionnaires were applied, across representative samples of the adult population, at the national 

level. The table below reflects the quantitative research design for the period 2012-2013, depending on 

the electoral instances under scrutiny and the subject samples involved. All this data was collected and 

made available for analysis in 2013 to all the persons involved in the project. Furthermore, we compiled 

a database of contextual information at the polling station and locality level, which includes indicators 

of the RPL 2011, local budgets, IDSL (Sandu), the SOROS database on European funds, local and national 

elections for 2008 and 2012. 

Considering the year 2014, due to the reduction of the budget by half, we were forced to 

partially change the initial research design and seek alternative support with data collection. Based on 

project budget resources, we managed to finance the production of a post-electoral wave (due to the 

reduced sums, for the first tender there were no research institutes present, although the project 
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manager had direct talks with four such institutes). Eventually, the contract was awarded to CSOP, and 

we are currently in the data collection stage, which is due to be completed at the beginning of 

December. In order to be able to collect another series of data that was necessary to meet the project 

objectives, we sought assistance from a private institute (Romanian Institute for Evaluation and 

Strategie). Thus, in a fruitful partnership with IRES, via PAPI and CATI methodologies, we managed to 

collect several additional data sets for a portion of the topics covered by the project (vote buying, voter 

intimidation, political trust, vote choice, and socio-demographics). 

 

Survey data gathered 

2012 national elections Pre-elections 
Electoral 
campaign 

Post-elections 

Short term panel – 
parliamentary elections: set 1 

1200 respondents, 
data gathered by 
CSOP 

1200 respondents, 
data gathered by 
CSOP 

1200 respondents, 
data gathered by 
CSOP 

Short term panel – 
parliamentary elections: set 2 

- 
1200 respondents, 
data gathered by 
CSOP 

1200 respondents, 
data gathered by 
CSOP 

Parliamentary elections survey - - 
1200 respondents, 
data gathered by 
CSOP 

Long term panel: national 
elections 2009-2012 

- - 
1200 respondents, 
data gathered by 
CSOP 

 

2014 presidential elections Pre-elections 
Electoral 
campaign 

Post-elections 

Survey - - 
1100 respondents, 
data gathered by 
CSOP 

 

Data gathered in partenship with IRES without financial contribution from this project 

2014 presidential elections Pre-elections Between rounds Post-elections 

CATI (1) 
2560 respondents, 
data gathered by 
IRES 

2498 respondents, 
data gathered by 
IRES 

1303 respondents, 
data gathered by 
IRES 

CATI (2) 
1563 respondents, 
data gathered by 
IRES 

1977 respondents, 
data gathered by 
IRES 

1109 respondents, 
data gathered by 
IRES 

F2F 
2500 respondents, 
data gathered by 
IRES 

2500 respondents, 
data gathered by 
IRES 

- 
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Between 2013 and 2015 we aimed to submit for publication 7 research papers (articles or 

chapters) with ISI journals or foreign publishing houses. The purpose of this was to use in the most 

effective manner the panel data on electoral topics produced in the first project year (2012) and to gain 

international visibility as soon as possible. This indicator has currently been achieved 100%. Additionally, 

other papers – some of the same kind, some different – were published. The table below presents a 

summary of the situation, and in the following we will strive to offer a detailed account of these 

achievements: 

 

Publications and conferences 

Publication type # 

ISI papers (published) 6 

ISI papers (online first) 1 

ISI papers (accepted) 2 

ISI papers (revised and resubmitted) 1 

ISI papers (accepted for review) 1 

BDI papers (published) 6 

Book chapters (Western publishers) (published) 1 

Book chapters (Western publishers) (accepted) 1 

Book chapters (CNCSIS publishers) (published) 1 

ISI indexed international conferences 16 

International conferences 21 

National conferences 11 

 

Total (accepted or published) # realized 
# according to the 

contract 

ISI papers 9 

7 BDI papers 6 

Book chapters (Western publishers) 2 

Book chapters (CNCSIS publishers) 1 0 

International conferences 37 0 

National conferences 11 0 

 

Publications and conferences 

 

1. ISI papers (published) 

 

Voicu, Bogdan. 2015. Priming Effects in Measuring Life Satisfaction, Social Indicators Research, 124(3), 993-1013. 

doi: 10.1007/s11205-014-0818-0 [JCR impact factor (2013): 1.452] 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 
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Voicu, Bogdan. 2014. Participative immigrants or participative cultures? The importance of cultural heritage in 

determining involvement in associations, Voluntas: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit, 

25(3), 612-635. doi: 10.1007/s11266-013-9355-8 [JCR Impact Factor: 0.881] 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

Voicu, Bogdan & Vasile, Marian. 2014. Do “Cultures of Life Satisfaction” Travel? A Cross-European Study of 

Immigrants. Current Sociology, 62(1), 81-99, doi: 10.1177/0011392113516651. [JCR Impact Factor: 0.741] 
This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-RU-PD-2011-3-0117, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

Voicu, Bogdan & Comşa, Mircea. 2014. Immigrants’ Participation in Voting: Exposure, Resilience, and 

Transferability, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 40(10), 1572-1592, doi: 

10.1080/1369183X.2013.873712. [JCR Impact Factor: 1.085] 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

Voicu, Bogdan & Vlase, Ionela. 2014. High-skilled immigrants in times of crisis. A cross-European analysis, 

International Journal of Intercultural Relations, 42, 25-37, doi:10.1016/j.ijintrel.2014.07.003. [JCR Impact 

Factor: 1.216] 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0602 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

Rusu, Horațiu & Gheorghiță, Andrei. 2014. Transnational Solidarity and Euroscepticism, Sociologia - Slovak 

Sociological Review, 46(2), 261-282. [JCR Impact Factor: 0.243] 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-RU-PD-2011-3-0132, PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-

3-0669 

 

2. ISI papers (online first) 

 

Feșnic, Florin. 2015. Can Civic Education Make a Difference for Democracy? Hungary and Poland Compared, 

Political Studies. [JCR impact factor (2013): 1.194] 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

3. ISI papers (accepted) 

 

Voicu, Bogdan & Claudiu D. Tufiș. 2015. Migrating trust. Contextual determinants of international migrants’ 

confidence in political institutions, European Political Science Review. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

Comșa, Mircea & Gheorghiță, Andrei. 2014. ‘Many’, ‘half’ or ‘one out of two’? Assessing the effectiveness of 

counter-biasing techniques in reducing self-reported turnout. Revista de Cercetare și Intervenție Socială, 

4, xxx-xxx. [JCR Impact Factor: 1.354] 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567 

 

4. ISI papers (revised and resubmitted) 

 
Mălina Voicu & Bogdan Voicu. 2015. Civic Participation and Gender Beliefs: An Analysis of 46 Countries, Czech 

Sociological Review (revise and resubmit no.2) 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

5. ISI papers (accepted for review) 
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Comșa, Mircea. Turnout decline in Romanian national elections: Is it that big?, Communist and Post-Communist 

Studies. [JCR Impact Factor (2012): 0.369] 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

6. BDI papers (published) 

 

Popescu, Marina & Soare, Sorina. 2014. Engineering party competition in a new democracy: Post-communist 

party regulation in Romania, East European Politics, 30(3), 389-411, doi: 10.1080/21599165.2014.933416. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

Feșnic, Florin & Armeanu, Oana. 2014. Does Education Make Voters More Leftist or More Rightist? A West vs. 

East Cross-Regional Analysis. Studia Politica. Romanian Political Science Review, XIV(1), 29-46. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

Feșnic, Florin & Armeanu, Oana. 2014. Strategic Effects of Electoral Rules Testing the Impact of the 2008 Electoral 

Reform in Romania. Studia Politica. Romanian Political Science Review, XIV(2), 185-199. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

Tufiș, Claudiu. 2014. The Geography of Support for Democracy in Europe. Studia Politica. Romanian Political 

Science Review, XIV(2), 165-184. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

Tufiș, Claudiu. 2014. The Not-So-Curious Case of Low Political Participation in Romania. Calitatea Vieții, 25(25(3): 

281-306. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

Voicu, Bogdan. 2014. Immigrants and social trust: Mind the cultural gap? Studia Politica. Romanian Political 

Science Review, XIV(2): 201-220. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

7. Book chapters (Western publishers) (published) 

 

Pop-Eleches, Grigore "Communist Development and the Post-Communist Democratic Deficit". In Stephen Kotkin 

and Mark Beissinger “The Historical Legacies of Communism”, Cambridge, New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grant PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

8. Book chapters (Western publishers) (accepted) 

 

Comșa, Mircea & Tufiș, Claudiu. (2016). Reassessing the effect of economic conditions on support for democracy: 

Evidence from the 2009-2013 Romanian Election Study panel. In Mălina Voicu, Ingvill C. Mochmann, 

Hermann Dülmer, eds., Values, Economic Crisis and Democracy, Routledge. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

9. Book chapters (CNCSIS publishers) (published) 
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Voicu, B., Rusu, H., & Comşa, M. (2013). Atitudini faţă de solidaritate în România. In L. Marina (Ed.), Ocupare și 

incluziune socială (pp. 17-44). Cluj-Napoca: Presa Universitară Clujeană. 
This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

10. International conferences (ISI) 

 

i. Gheorghiță, Andrei & Comșa, Mircea. 2015. Leader characteristics and the personalization of electoral 

politics in Central and Eastern European democracies. The 5th Annual Conference of the European 

Political Science Association, Vienna, June 25-27, 2015. 
This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

ii. Gheorghiță, Andrei & Comșa, Mircea. 2015. The personalization of electoral politics and leader 

characteristics in the Eastern post-communist bloc. The 12th Conference of the European Sociological 

Association, Praga 2015. 
This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

iii. Florin Fesnic & Oana Armeanu. 2015. The Political Significance of Plagiarism: Why Euroskepticism and 

Authoritarianism Moved From Fringes into Mainstream Romanian Politics. Presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL. 
This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grant PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

iv. Comșa, Mircea & Tufiș, Claudiu. Reassessing the Effect of Economic Conditions on Support for Democracy: 

Evidence from the 2009-2013 Romanian Election Study Panel. American Political Science Association. 28 - 

31 august 2014, Washington DC, SUA. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

v. Gheorghiță, Andrei & Comșa, Mircea. Party characteristics and leader effects in post-communist polities. 

European Sociological Association (ESA) RN36 Midterm Conference '25 Years after the Communism: East 

and West of Europe in Search of Solidarity', Gdansk, October 16-18, 2014. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

vi. Voicu, Bogdan & Vasile, Marian. 2013. Do ‘cultures of life satisfaction’ travel?, ESA 11th Conference: Crisis, 

Critique and Change, Torino, 28-31 august 2013. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-RU-PD-2011-3-0117, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

vii. Voicu, Bogdan & Tufiş, Claudiu. “When in Rome …”: Contextual determinants of international migrants’ 

confidence in political institutions, The 5th Conference of the European Survey Research Association 

(ESRA), Ljubljana, Slovenia 15-19 July 2013. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

viii. Comșa, Mircea & Postelnicu, Camil. Vote buying and voter intimidation in Romania: estimates based on 

the crosswise model and the item count technique, The 5th Conference of the European Survey Research 

Association (ESRA), Ljubljana, Slovenia 15-19 July 2013. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

ix. Feşnic, Florin & Armeanu, Oana. 2012. Institutional, Political and Economic Determinants of Voting 

Behavior and Realignment in the Romanian Party System. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the 

Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 
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x. Armeanu, Oana & Feşnic, Florin. 2012. Clientelism and Voting Behavior in Romania. Presented at the 

Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xi. Rusu, Horaţiu & Gheorghiţă, Andrei. Social Solidarity in Distorted Times: Unfolding the Romanian Case, 

ESA 11th Conference: Crisis, Critique and Change, Torino, 28-31 august 2013. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-RU-PD-2011-3-0132, PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-

0669 

 

xii. Tufiş, Claudiu. Cultures of trust and cultures of distrust, The 5th Conference of the European Survey 

Research Association (ESRA), Ljubljana, Slovenia 15-19 July 2013. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xiii. Voicu, Bogdan. Participative immigrants or participative cultures? The importance of cultural heritage in 

determining involvement in associations, presented at European Sociological Association RN35 Sociology 

of Migration interim conference, Paris, CERI, 3-4 September 2012. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xiv. Stănuș, Cristina. Leadership and the quality of democracy at the second tier of local government in 

Romania, IPSA World Congress, 3-8 July 2012, with Dragoș Dragoman. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grant PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xv. Stănuș, Cristina. Rules in-use concerning citizen participation at the second tier of local government: a 

case study, ESA RN 32 Political Sociology Midterm Conference, Milano, 30 November – 1 December 2012. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grant PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xvi. Tufiş, Claudiu. Trust and Substitutes of Trust in the Romanian Postcommunist Society. 2013 APSA Annual 

Meeting & Exhibition, Chicago, SUA, 29 August - 1 September 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

11. International conferences 

 

i. Tufiș, Claudiu. 2015. Becoming Citizens: The Coagulation of Grassroots Movements in Post-Accession 

Romania. Paper presented at the international conference Effects of elections in CEE countries on EU 

governance organized by Central European University, Center for EU Enlargement Studies, Budapest, 

Hungary, 30-11-2015. 
This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, and PN-II-RU-TE-2014-4-2851 

 

ii. Gheorghiță, Andrei & Comșa, Mircea. 2015. Caracteristici ale liderilor și personalizarea politicii electorale 

în democrațiile Europei Centrale și de Est. Conferința Națională a SSR și Colocviul Internațional de Științe 

Sociale și ale Comunicării ACUM, Brașov, 2015-11-19. 
This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

iii. Florin Fesnic & Oana Armeanu. 2015. Comparative Democratic Backsliding: Two Case Studies. Presented 

at the Society for Romanian Studies International Conference, University of Bucharest. 
This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grant PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 
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iv. Oana Armeanu & Florin Fesnic. 2015. Is Hungary more democratic than Romania or the other way round? 

Presented at the Conference SCOPE 2014: The Science of Politics, University of Bucharest. 
This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grant PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

v. Bogdan Voicu. Remitting civic participation. Are sending countries changing due to mediated exposure 

and contagion? ISA RC 47 Regional Conference Social Movements in Central and Eastern Europe, May 11-

12, 2015 University of Bucharest. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

vi. Bogdan Voicu, Monica Șerban. Attitudes Towards Emigration. A Quantitative Approach, HSE Summer 

School, Voronovo, 3 August 2015. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

vii. Bogdan Voicu. Remitting civic participation. Are sending countries changing due to mediated exposure 

and contagion? The Third Annual Conference of the Institute for East and Southeast European Studies 

(IOS, Re-gensburg) "Migration in and out of East and Southeast Europe: Values, Networks, Well-Being", 

July 2-4, 2015. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

viii. Bogdan Voicu. Remitting civic participation. Are sending countries changing due to mediated exposure 

and contagion? SCOPE conference, University of Bucharest, Department of Political Science, May 8-10, 

2015. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

ix. Bogdan Voicu. 2015. Exit polls and the Romanian presidential elections, 2009 & 2014. The surprinsing 

failure to provide transparency, Sondajele sociologice în campaniile electorale - percepere mediatică și 

evitarea manipulărilor 19 – 22 februarie 2015, Universitatea de Stat din Chișinău. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

x. Feșnic, Florin. Can Civic Education Make a Difference for Democracy? Hungary and Poland Compared. 

European Conference on Comparative Electoral Research, 25-27 April 2014, Thessaloniki, Greece. 

This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xi. Feșnic, Florin. Civic Education, Democratic Backsliding and Democratic Progress: Two Case Studies. SCOPE 

2014: The Interdisciplinary Vocation of Political Science(s), 27-29 June 2014, University of Bucharest. 

This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xii. Feșnic, Florin. Can Civic Education Make a Difference for Democracy? Hungary and Poland Compared. 

Central and Eastern European International Studies Association Convention, 12-14 June 2014, “Babeş-

Bolyai” University Cluj, Romania. 

This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xiii. Voicu, Bogdan & Rabušic, Ladislav. EVS Battery on Values for Children – to have or not to have?, The 

Values, Solidarity and Generations workshop, EVS Foundation & Deusto University, Bilbao, 10.10.2014. 

This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 
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xiv. Voicu, Bogdan. Do Divorce and Separation Deter Social Trust?. Key lecture at the 4th International Annual 

Research Conference “Cultural and Economic changes under cross-national perspective”, November 10, 

2014 - November 15, 2014, St. Petersburg. 

This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

xv. Gheorghiță, Andrei & Comșa, Mircea. Personalization of electoral politics and party characteristics in 

Central and Eastern European democracies. 'What's next for democratic capitalism?', Warsaw, November 

7-8, 2014. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xvi. Voicu, Bogdan & Comşa, Mircea. Immigrants’ Participation in Voting: Exposure, Resilience, and 

Transferability, EUROLAB user meeting, GESIS-Leibtnitz Institute for Social Sciences, Köln, 11 October 

2013. 

This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 

 

xvii. Voicu, Bogdan & Vasile, Marian. Do ‘cultures of life satisfaction’ travel?, joint EVS/University of 

Montenegro workshop “The Future of Values Studies. Methodological and substantive issues”, Bar 

(Montenegro) 13/14 September 2013. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-RU-PD-2011-3-0117, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xviii. Voicu, Mălina & Voicu, Bogdan. Political participation and gender beliefs: An analysis of 41 countries, 3rd 

LCSR Summer School on “Multilevel Confirmatory Factor Analysis (MCFA) and Multilevel Structural 

Equation Modeling (MSEM) in MPLUS”, August 18-30, 2013, St. Petersburg, Russia. 

This work was supported by CNCS–UEFISCDI, project number PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xix. Voicu, Mălina & Voicu, Bogdan. Political participation and gender beliefs: An analysis of 41 countries, joint 

conference of the World Values Survey Association and Arab Barometer, „The Rise in Public Engagement: 

The Region and the World”, 17-21 March 2013, Doha. 

This work was supported by CNCS–UEFISCDI, project number PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xx. Voicu, Bogdan. Priming Effects in Measuring Life Satisfaction, GESIS Forschungseminar, Köln, 6.03.2013. 

This work was supported by CNCS–UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210 and PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

xxi. Rusu, Horaţiu & Gheorghiţă, Andrei, Social Solidarity and Euroscepticism, HOPES Spring Workshop 

"Transnational Social and Public Policy: The Future in Europe and the MENA", Malta, 31 martie 2012. 

This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-RU-PD-2011-3-0132, PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-

2011-3-0669 

 

12. National conferences 

 

i. Bogdan Voicu. Priming effects in measuring life satisfaction, Seminar ICCV, Bucuresti, 22 ianuarie 

2013. 

ii. Voicu, Bogdan. Participative immigrants or participative cultures? The importance of cultural 

heritage in determining involvement in associations, „Social change in Europe. Cross-cultural 

quantitative approaches” ICCV Workshop, Predeluţ, 12-14 octombrie 2012. 
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iii. Comșa, Mircea. Explaining turnout decline in post-Communist countries: the impact of 

emigration, „Social change in Europe. Cross-cultural quantitative approaches” ICCV Workshop, 

Predeluţ, 12-14 octombrie 2012. 

iv. Comșa, Mircea & Postelnicu, Camil. Măsurarea efectelor dezirabilității sociale asupra prezenței 

autoraportate la vot utilizând Item Count Technique. Conferința națională de științe politice, 

relații internaționale și studii de securitate, Universitatea Lucian Blaga din Sibiu, 25-27 mai 2012. 

v. Stănuș, Cristina. Evaluarea efectelor schimbării sistemului electoral asupra campaniilor electorale 

la nivel de circumscripție: o discuție metodologică. Conferința națională de științe politice, relații 

internaționale și studii de securitate, Universitatea Lucian Blaga din Sibiu, 25-27 mai 2012. 

vi. Feșnic, Florin. Determinanți instituționali, politici și economici ai comportamentului de vot și re-

alinierilor în sistemul de partide din România, 1990-2009. Conferința națională de științe politice, 

relații internaționale și studii de securitate, Universitatea Lucian Blaga din Sibiu, 25-27 mai 2012. 

vii. Gheorghiță, Andrei. Transferuri de voturi, alegători nereprezentaţi şi nou-veniţi în cel de-al doilea 

tur al competiţiei prezidenţiale din 2009. Conferința națională de științe politice, relații 

internaționale și studii de securitate, Universitatea Lucian Blaga din Sibiu, 25-27 mai 2012. 

viii. Salanțiu, Noemi. Participarea politică a tinerilor: abordări empirice și așteptări teoretice. 

Conferința națională de științe politice, relații internaționale și studii de securitate, Universitatea 

Lucian Blaga din Sibiu, 25-27 mai 2012. 

ix. Gheorghiţă, Andrei, Caracteristicile personale ale liderilor şi impactul acestora asupra deciziei de 

vot: cazul României, lucrare prezentată la a XII-a ediţie a Conferinţei Cercetării de Sociologie şi 

Asistenţă Socială, Sibiu, 11-12 octombrie 2013. 

x. Gheorghiță, Andrei, Caracteristicile liderilor politici şi personalizarea politicii electorale în 

România postcomunistă, lucrare prezentată la Conferinţa Anuală 2013 a Societăţii Sociologilor 

din România, Iaşi, 16-18 mai 2013. 

xi. Gheorghiță, Andrei & Horațiu Rusu, Transnational Solidarity and Public Support for the European 

Union, lucrare prezentată la Conferinţa Internaţională a Societăţii Sociologilor din România, a II-a 

ediţie, Bucureşti, 31 mai-3 iunie 2012. 

 

In order to support direct dissemination of the data, the project website was created and is accessible at 

http://resproject.wordpress.com. The website hosts, among other features, the research design, a 

portion of the tools used for data collection, preliminary assessments and links to the works published 

by the project members.  

 

The main difficulties we faced throughout the first two years of the project:  

- Low wages, as a result of the approximately 55% reduction in funding for the years 2013, 2014 

and 2015; 

- The complete excision of the budget for books, software, IT and consumables; 

- The lack of predictability in the project’s finances: although there is an agreement signed by the 

two parties, the allotted sums were drastically reduced, following an unilateral decision without 

appeal, with no opportunity for discussions and without any supporting arguments, despite 

maintaining the same objectives and results for the project, within a few months after the start 

of the financing year (2013). A similar reduction occurred in 2014 and 2015 as well, which made 

http://resproject.wordpress.com/
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impossible the collection of survey data as per the research design that was initially established. 

A significant portion of the research data would have been out of reach, if not for the 

involvement of the private sector. 

- The lack of predictability with regard to the project’s annual grants: there is no sufficiently early 

and useful information with regard to the amounts and timing of the individual financing 

installments. 

 

In such circumstances when the project objectives were achieved and the performance indicators were 

exceeded, the 55% reduction in the funding for the years 2013, 2014 and 2015 caused situations that 

can only be described as absolutely ridiculous, such as the impossibility to implement the research 

design initially established, and to levels of financial compensation towards the project members which 

were significantly lower than agreed: 3 individuals received gross salaries (including the employers’ and 

employees’ contributions) of 130 RON per month, 3 individuals received 600 RON per month, another 3 

earned 800 RON per month, and the project manager was compensated with 2,000 RON per month. The 

lessons learned throughout the last two projects funded by CNCS-UEFISCDI for which I acted as a project 

manager are utterly worrying, at least if we take into consideration the long-term perspectives for both 

research work and the researchers involved: it does not matter if the project is approved, it does not 

matter if the objectives are met or even if the performance indicators are achieved, as the research 

budget can be cut at any time and in arbitrary degrees. Therefore, anyone willing to achieve 

performance in the field of research should consider the private sector, or should seek alternative 

sources of more reliable and consistent funds: increasing the number of teaching hours, working for 

private businesses, etc. As sad a lesson as this is, even the most dedicated research professional will 

eventually come to learn it due to the recurrence of negative experiences with the funding of CNCS-

UEFISCDI projects. We hope that the evaluation will be transparent, and the criteria involved in it are 

made public, as well as that the financial allotments be coherent with the projects’ achievements. 

Furthermore, since our objectives have been met, we expect that the sums withdrawn will be paid to us 

in 2016, as per the promises made by CNCS-UEFISCDI. 

 

 Cluj-Napoca,       Project director, 

 November 15th, 2015      Assoc. Prof. Mircea-Ioan Comșa 


