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The research project „Change and Stability in Romanian Electoral Behaviour: 2009-2014” 

approaches in a systematic manner a series of research topics which deal with the field of electoral 

behavior in the context offered by the contemporaneous Romanian society, but from a comparative 

perspective guided by the main theoretical frameworks in the field. These topics are approached by 

taking into consideration two major aspects: the potential impact of the economic crisis on the 

citizens’ attitudes, values and political behavior, and the increasing dissatisfaction of the Romanian 

citizens with the activity of the political parties. The specific themes discussed in the project are: 

the turnout and its overestimation in public opinion polls, the electoral behavior of the Romanian 

citizens in first-order (i.e., parliamentary and presidential) and second-order (i.e., European and 

local) elections, the reform in the electoral system and its consequences on the level of involvement 

by party organizations in the electoral campaigns, illegal electoral phenomena, as well as the impact 

of the economic crisis on the general support for the development of democracy and market 

economy. 

 

I. Documentary stage, research design, data collection 

In accordance with the provisions of the financing agreement (as per the document “Project 

completion plan”), the project activities for the year 2012 are as follows: 

Objectives Activities Output 

1. Documentary stage. 
Research design. 

1.1. Analysis of research 
methodologies from similar 
researches (GLES, CSES, ANES, 
BES, etc.) 

Research design 

1.2. Library research on topics 
relevant to this project. 

Reading notes 

2. Survey data collection: 
short term panel + long 
term panel (national 
representative samples) 

2.1. Finalizing questionnaires and 
other research instruments 

questionnaires (7), other field 
instruments 

2.2. Sample schema + sample 
extraction 

2 national representative 
samples 
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2.3. Long term panel data 
collection (national 
representative sample) 

7 databases (1100 – 1200 
respondents each) 

3. Final databases, data 
analyses, working papers 

3.1. Weighting and contextual 
variables 

Final database for each survey 
(7) including weighting and 
contextual variables 

3.2. Databases aggregation 
Final database for each panel 
survey (3) 

3.3. Statistical analyses 
Statistical analyses (SPSS, 
STATA, MPLUS, AMOS) 

3.4. Working papers 
ISI papers and chapters in 
books 

 

The project’s objectives have been completely achieved. Considering the year 2012, one first 

major result of the project consisted of the finalization of the data collection phase and the 

compilation of the panel survey databases. The three panel surveys pertaining to 2012 were 

produced (one as a two-wave panel survey, another one as a three-wave panel survey, and the long-

term panel), together with the sectional survey. Overall, nearly 8,000 questionnaires were applied, 

across representative samples of the adult population, at the national level. The table below reflects 

the quantitative research design for the year 2012, depending on the electoral instances under 

scrutiny and the subject samples involved. All this data was collected and will be made available for 

analysis in 2013 to all the persons involved in the project. 

 

Survey data gathered 

2012 national elections Pre-elections 
Electoral 
campaign 

Post-elections 

Short term panel – 
parliamentary elections: set 1 

1200 
respondents, data 
gathered by CSOP 

1200 
respondents, data 
gathered by CSOP 

1200 
respondents, data 
gathered by CSOP 

Short term panel – 
parliamentary elections: set 2 

- 
1200 
respondents, data 
gathered by CSOP 

1200 
respondents, data 
gathered by CSOP 

Parliamentary elections 
survey 

- - 
1200 
respondents, data 
gathered by CSOP 

Long term panel: national 
elections 2009-2012 

- - 
1200 
respondents, data 
gathered by CSOP 

 

II. Main results 

The main scientific results are related to research design and data collection. Also, we continued to 

analyze data collected in the previous project and publish or present papers on different electoral 
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topics. Main research interests were civic and political participation (characteristics and influential 

factors), voting decision and turnout over-reporting. 

In his paper, Gheorghiță (2012) discuss about voting decision mechanism related to the second 

round of 2009 Presidential elections. Three scenarios are presented and analyzed comparatively: 

mobilization, demobilization and campaign context. 

In their article, Comșa and Postelnicu offer a comprehensive review of the item count technique 

(ICT) and a detailed application of the method in voter turnout drawing on a three-wave national 

panel survey. They critically discuss the methodological and practical problems occurring 

throughout the implementation of ICT design in a survey research. Furthermore, the authors use 

ICT to estimate the social desirability bias in self-reported turnout and to evaluate the effectiveness 

of using ICT to reduce turnout over-reporting and to estimate the real turnout. Results align to the 

expected direction: By using ICT, the estimation of self-reported turnout is reduced by about 10%. 

Moreover, social desirability bias varies with respondents’ socio-demographic characteristics. 

The paper of Bogdan Voicu uses insights from the literature on social capital and from the sociology 

of values to explain dependency of immigrants’ involvement in associations depend on the norms of 

participation in their country of origin as well as the norms of their host countries. The argument is 

that changing the social context should lead to changing participative behaviours. He use cross-

classified multilevel models on the EVS 2008 data to test if average levels of participation in the 

host and in the origin society determine immigrants’ propensity to become member in voluntary 

organizations. The findings point to a partial assimilation of immigrants. Their behaviours, while 

influenced by their culture of origin, are mainly shaped by their country of residence. The relation 

is influenced by the differences between the patterns of participation in the two cultures, the age 

when migrating and the dependency of the origin on remittances. 

 

III. Publications and conferences 

 

1. ISI conferences 

 

i. Florin Feşnic & Oana Armeanu. 2012. Institutional, Political and Economic Determinants of 

Voting Behavior and Realignment in the Romanian Party System. Presented at the Annual 

Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

ii. Oana Armeanu & Florin Feşnic. 2012. Clientelism and Voting Behavior in Romania. 

Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL 
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This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

iii. Voicu, Bogdan. Participative immigrants or participative cultures? The importance of 

cultural heritage in determining involvement in associations, presented at European 

Sociological Association RN35 Sociology of Migration interim conference, Paris, CERI, 3-4 

septembrie 2012. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

iv. Stănuș, Cristina. Leadership and the quality of democracy at the second tier of local 

government in Romania, IPSA World Congress, 3-8 iulie 2012, cu Dragoș Dragoman. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grant PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

v. Stănuș, Cristina. Rules in-use concerning citizen participation at the second tier of local 

government: a case study, ESA RN 32 Political Sociology Midterm Conference, Milano, 30 

noiembrie – 1 decembrie 2012. 

This work was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grant PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

2. International conferences 

 

i. Rusu, Horaţiu & Andrei Gheorghiţă, “Social Solidarity and Euroscepticism”, lucrare 

prezentată la HOPES Spring Workshop "Transnational Social and Public Policy: The Future 

in Europe and the MENA", Malta, 31 martie 2012. 

This paper was supported by the CNCS-UEFISCDI grants PN-II-RU-PD-2011-3-0132, PN-II-RU-PD-2012-3-0567, PN-II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0210, PN-

II-ID-PCE-2011-3-0669 

 

3. National conferences 

 

i. Voicu, Bogdan. Participative immigrants or participative cultures? The importance of 

cultural heritage in determining involvement in associations, „Social change in Europe. 

Cross-cultural quantitative approaches” ICCV Workshop, Predeluţ, 12-14 octombrie 2012. 

ii. Comșa, Mircea. Explaining turnout decline in post-Communist countries: the impact of 

emigration, „Social change in Europe. Cross-cultural quantitative approaches” ICCV 

Workshop, Predeluţ, 12-14 octombrie 2012. 

iii. Comșa, Mircea & Postelnicu, Camil. Măsurarea efectelor dezirabilității sociale asupra 

prezenței autoraportate la vot utilizând Item Count Technique. Conferința națională de 

științe politice, relații internaționale și studii de securitate, Universitatea Lucian Blaga din 

Sibiu, 25-27 mai 2012. 

iv. Stănuș, Cristina. Evaluarea efectelor schimbării sistemului electoral asupra campaniilor 

electorale la nivel de circumscripție: o discuție metodologică. Conferința națională de științe 

politice, relații internaționale și studii de securitate, Universitatea Lucian Blaga din Sibiu, 25-

27 mai 2012. 

v. Feșnic, Florin. Determinanți instituționali, politici și economici ai comportamentului de vot 

și re-alinierilor în sistemul de partide din România, 1990-2009. Conferința națională de 

științe politice, relații internaționale și studii de securitate, Universitatea Lucian Blaga din 

Sibiu, 25-27 mai 2012. 
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vi. Gheorghiță, Andrei. Transferuri de voturi, alegători nereprezentaţi şi nou-veniţi în cel de-al 

doilea tur al competiţiei prezidenţiale din 2009. Conferința națională de științe politice, 

relații internaționale și studii de securitate, Universitatea Lucian Blaga din Sibiu, 25-27 mai 

2012. 

vii. Salanțiu, Noemi. Participarea politică a tinerilor: abordări empirice și așteptări teoretice. 

Conferința națională de științe politice, relații internaționale și studii de securitate, 

Universitatea Lucian Blaga din Sibiu, 25-27 mai 2012. 

viii. Gheorghiță, Andrei & Horațiu Rusu, Transnational Solidarity and Public Support for the 

European Union, lucrare prezentată la Conferinţa Internaţională a Societăţii Sociologilor din 

România, a II-a ediţie, Bucureşti, 31 mai-3 iunie 2012. 

 

IV. Disemination 

In order to support direct dissemination of the data, the project website was created and is 

accessible at http://resproject.wordpress.com. The website hosts, among other features, the 

research design, a portion of the tools used for data collection, preliminary assessments and links to 

the works published by the project members.  

The main dissemination event was the panel organized with the occasion of 2012 National 

Conference organized by „Lucian Blaga” University. 

 

V. Project impact 

Project results are related to research design elaboration and implementation. The current project 

represents a natural continuation of the previous project about 2009 Romanian national elections 

(Romanian Presidential Election Study 2009, cod ID 2174/2008). 

We managed to continue our analyze of Romanian electoral phenomena and consolidate the 

research team. Two Romanian researchers from foreign institutions (dr. Marina Popescu, Central 

European University, dr. Grigore Pop-Elecheș, Princeton University) and some other European 

researchers (dr. Alan Renwick, University of Reading, and prof. Gabor Toka, Central European 

University) joined the team. 

 

 Cluj-Napoca,       Project director, 

 November 20, 2012      Assoc. Prof. Mircea-Ioan Comșa 

http://resproject.wordpress.com/

